Pr Mark Turner: Seeking God's Spirit (11/1/20)

"What the Church needs to-day is not more machinery or better, not new organisations or
more and novel methods, but men whom the Holy Ghost can use -- men of prayer, men
mighty in prayer. The Holy Ghost does not flow through methods, but through men. He does
not come on machinery, but on men. He does not anoint plans, but men -- men of prayer."
E.M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer, pg 12.

Lord, Teach us to Pray:

“Now it came to pass, as He was praying in a certain place, when He ceased, that one of His
disciples said to Him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.” So He said to
them, “When you pray, say: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom
come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. Give us day by day our daily

bread. And forgive us our sins, For we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And do
not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.” And He said to them, “Which
of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three
loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and | have nothing to set before
him’; and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and
my children are with me in bed; | cannot rise and give to you’? | say to you, though he will
not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise
and give him as many as he needs. “So | say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. If a son asks for bread from
any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a
serpent instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If you then,
being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly
Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” Luke 11:1-13

When giving His disciples a model for prayer, He doesn't give them a different model - but
the same as He gave the multitude in Matthew chapter six.

He does, however, add a section about praying for the Holy Spirit.

3 Things We Need in Order to Become a Man or Woman of Prayer:

1. A realisation of the needs of others and both my responsibility and my inability to
meet those needs.

2. A determination to obtain what | need from God.

3. An appreciation of God's willingness to supply my need by giving the Holy Spirit.

Motive:
1. A realisation of the needs of others and both my responsibility and my inability to
meet those needs.

"If you will go to work as Christ designs that His disciples shall, and win souls for Him, you
will feel the need of a deeper experience and a greater knowledge in divine things, and will
hunger and thirst after righteousness. You will plead with God, and your faith will be
strengthened, and your soul will drink deeper drafts at the well of salvation. Encountering
opposition and trials will drive you to the Bible and prayer. You will grow in grace and the
knowledge of Christ, and will develop a rich experience." Ellen White, Steps to Christ, pg 80



Attitude:
2. A determination to obtain what | need from God.

"And he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my
children are with me in bed; | cannot rise and give to you’? | say to you, though he will not
rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and
give him as many as he needs." Luke 11:7,8

In first century Judaism it was considered rude not to be hospitable. Ruder than waking your
neighbour at midnight! This passage is talking to us about the kind of shamelessness that God
wants us have when we approach Him.

"Often He delays to answer us in order to try our faith or test the genuineness of our desire.
Having asked according to His word, we should believe His promise and press our petitions
with a determination that will not be denied. God does not say, Ask once, and you shall
receive. He bids us ask. Unwearyingly persist in prayer. The persistent asking brings the
petitioner into a more earnest attitude, and gives him an increased desire to receive the things
for which he asks." Ellen White, Christ's Object Lessons, pg 145

"Jacob prevailed because he was persevering and determined. His experience testifies to the
power of importunate prayer. It is now that we are to learn this lesson of prevailing prayer, of
unyielding faith. The greatest victories to the church of Christ or to the individual Christian are
not those that are gained by talent or education, by wealth or the favour of men. They are
those victories that are gained in the audience chamber with God, when earnest, agonising
faith lays hold upon the mighty arm of power. Those who are unwilling to forsake every sin
and to seek earnestly for God's blessing, will not obtain it. But all who will lay hold of God's
promises as did Jacob, and be as earnest and persevering as he was, will succeed as he
succeeded." Ellen White, Patriarchs & Prophets, pg 203

Understanding:
3. An appreciation of God's willingness to supply my need by giving the Holy Spirit.

“So | say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who
knocks it will be opened." Luke 11:9,10

We must understand God's willingness to give what we persistently ask for.

"If a son asks for bread from any father among you, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks for
a fish, will he give him a serpent instead of a fish? Or if he asks for an egg, will he offer him a
scorpion? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much
more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!" Luke 11:11-13

God is far better than our earthly parents are. So how much more would God delight to give
us good things?

"The lapse of time has wrought no change in Christ's parting promise to send the Holy Spirit
as His representative. It is not because of any restriction on the part of God that the riches of
His grace do not flow earthward to men. If the fulfilment of the promise is not seen as it might
be, it is because the promise is not appreciated as it should be. If all were willing, all would
be filled with the Spirit. Wherever the need of the Holy Spirit is a matter little thought of,
there is seen spiritual drought, spiritual darkness, spiritual declension and death. Whenever
minor matters occupy the attention, the divine power which is necessary for the growth and
prosperity of the church, and which would bring all other blessings in its train, is lacking,
though offered in infinite plenitude. Since this is the means by which we are to receive power,
why do we not hunger and thirst for the gift of the Spirit? Why do we not talk of it, pray for it,
and preach concerning it? The Lord is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to those who serve
Him than parents are to give good gifts to their children. For the daily baptism of the Spirit
every worker should offer his petition to God." Ellen White, The Acts of the Apostles, pg 50



Conclusion:

"A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs. To seek
this should be our first work. There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the Lord,
not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us, but because we are
unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them
that ask Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our work,
by confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfil the conditions upon
which God has promised to grant us His blessing. A revival need be expected only in answer
to prayer.” Ellen White, Selected Messages, Book 1, pg 121



